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GENERAL ILLINO IS INFORMATION 
This  first section of the Annual Summary presents a long time history of 
c’hanges in Illinois’ total population, farm population, number of farms and land in 
farms. In addition, general information about the c limate of Illinois  is  included. 
The map and explanation below of Crop Reporting Districts is  also presented to aid 
in understanding the detailed data in this report. . 
, 
CROP REPORT ING  DISTRICTS 
For statistical purposes the counties 
of Illinbis  are grouped into nine Crop 
Reporting Districts (shown on the map 
at r ight). These groupings represent 
divisions of approximately equal s ize 
with s imilar soils, growing conditions 
and types of farming. 
Crop Reporting Districts are used in 
the compilation of most reports. It is  
not possible to collect sufficient data for 
each county to make county estimates on 
a timely basis. It is  possible to summa- 
r ize data at a district level and weight 
districts together by productionpercent- 
ages to arr ive at the best State estimates. 
Many data ser ies in this bulletin pre- 
sent estimates for Crop Reporting 
Districts. Some ser ies are further 
broken down into county estimates with- 
in districts. 
,POPULATION: Total and farm population, Illinois and United States, selected years 
-- 
Total 
Year population 
-Thousands- -Thousands- 
1920 106,022 31,974 30.2 6,574 1,107 16.8 
1930 123,203 30,529 24.8 '7.630 1,002 13.1 
1940 132,165 30,547 23.1 7,897 979 12.4 
1950 151,326 23,048 15.2 8,712 763 8.8 
1960 179,323 15,635 8.7 lo;081 621 6.2 
1970 203,212 9,712 4.8 11,114 473 4.3 
Source: Farm Population Estimate, U.S. D.A.. , E.R. S. 
NUMB1 OF FARMS, FARM POPULATIONAI LAND IN 
Year Z”fZZZ 1 popZi%n 1/ 
- Thousands - -Thousands- 1,000 acres 
1910 253 1945 206 808 
1911 252 1946 208 828 
1912 251 1947 206 836 
1913 2so 1948 204 788 
1914 248 1949 203 778 
203 763 31,700 156 
198 744 31,600 160 
192 748 31,600 16.5 
186 709 31,500 169 
181 694 31,300 178 
1915 247 1950 
1916 
x2 
1951 
1917 1952 
1918 242 1953 
1919 241 1954 
1920 240 1,107 1955 178 699 
1921 238 1,08S 1956 175 693 
1922 236 1.057 1957 172 672 
1923 234 1,040 1958 168 660 
1924 231 1,032 1959 164 652 
1925 228 1.033 1960 159 621 
1926 226 1; 024 1961 155 605 
1927 227 1,007 1962 151 596 
1928 229 1;010 1963 148 574 
1929 230 995 1964 144 565 
30,200 
30,100 
30,000 
29,800 
29,700 
29,500 
29,400 
29.400 
1930 230 1,002 1965 140 550 
1931 230 1,006 1966 136 529 
1932 231 1,017 1967 13:3 SO7 
1933 233 1,061 1968 131 49.5 
1934 233 1,048 1969 130 492 
193s 23 I 1.026 1970 129 473'. 
19% 226 1,017 1971 128 
1937 224 1,000 1972 126 
1938 222 986 1973 127 
1939 222 983 1974 126 
1940 221 979 197s 
1941 218 970 
1942 216 938 
194z 211 858 
1944 208 819 
.I__ 
I.,! Official estimates available since 1920 only. _ 2/ Official estimates not yet available for 1971-75. 
?J Official estimates available since 1950 only. 
29; 300 
29,200 
125 29.100 233 
Year 
.RMS: Illinois, 1910-7-Z 
1 I 1 
Number Farm Land in 
of farms population &!/ farms CJ 
Average size 
of farms i 
Acres 
31,300 
31,200 
31,100 
31,000 
30,900 
176 
178. 
181 
185 
188 
,30.700 193 
30,600 198 
30.500 202 ~ 
30,400 206 
30,300 210 
216 
221 
226 
227 
228 
229 
230 
230 
231 
232 
2 
POPULATION: llinois, by &unties, 1970, 1973, and 1974 
county 1970 I 1973 1974 
ILLINOIS 11,112,859 11,176,OOO 11,131,ooo 
Adams 70,861 71,500 71,000 Lee-- 
Alexander 12,015 12,000 11.500 Livingston 
Bond 14,012 14,700 14,900 Logan 
Boone 25,440 26,400 26,500 McDonough 
Brown 5,586 5,400 5,500 McHenry 
Bureau - 38,541 37,200 
5,675 5,500 
19,276 19,100 
14.219 
163,281 
14,200 
164.400 
36,700 
5,500 
18,800 
14,100 
163,000 
McLean 
Macon 
Macoupin 
Madison 
Marion 
Calhoun 
Carroil 
Cass 
Champaign 
Christian 
Clark 
Clay 
Clinton 
Coles 
35,948 
16,216 
14 735 
281315 
47,815 
36,700 36,200 Marshall 
16.100 16,100 hlason 
14,700 14,900 Massac 
29,200 29,600 Menard 
49,000 47,100 Mercer 
Cook 5,493,166 5,426,QOO 5,372,100 
Crawford 19,824 19,500 19,500 
Cumberland 9,772 10,100 10,300 
De Kalb 71,654 70,300 70,400 
De Witt 16,975 17, I.00 16,800 
Dou las 
f Du age 
Edgar 
Ed wards 
Effingham 
Fayette 
Ford 
‘Franklin 
Fulton 
Gallatin 
Greene 
Grundy 
Hamilton 
Hancock 
Hardin 
Henderson 
Henry 
Iroquois 
Jackson 
Jasper 
Jefferson 
Jersey 
;~oDa;ess 
Kane 
Kankakee 
Kendall 
Knox 
Lake 
La Salle 
Lawrence 
Monroe 
Montgomeq 
Mor an 
Q Mou trie 
c)gle 
18,997 18,900 
490,822 529,000 
21,591 21,500 
7,090 
24,608 
7,200 
26,,100 
19,000 Peoria 
537,800 kEY 
21,300 Piatt 
7,500 Pike 
26,600 Pope 
20,752 20,700 20,700 Pulaski 
16,382 15,400 15,000 Pumam 
38,329 40,100 40,900 Randolph 
41,900 42,600 42,400 ,Richland 
7,418 7,200 7,300 Rock Island 
17,014 16,900 
26,535 27,800 
8,665 
23,664 
8,500 
22,600 
4,914 5,000 
16,600 
27,500 
8,900 
22,400 
5,000 
st. clair 
Saline 
EgE 
Scott 
8,451 8,400 8,300 Shelby 
53.217 53,600 54,300 Stark 
33,532 34;100, 33,100 stepbenson 
55,008 53,200 52,500 Tazewell 
10,741 10,800 10,800 Union 
31,848 33,300 33,000 Vermilion 
18,492 19,300 19,000 Wabash 
21,766 22,000 21,900 Warren 
7,550 8,100 8,700 Washington 
251,005 261,400 264,100 Wayne 
97,250 96,900 
26,374 
60,939 
29,500 
60,600 
332,638 388,500 
111.409 110.400 
17,522 1'7,800 
96,000 White 
29,800 W hiteside 
61,300 Will 
394,700 W illiarnson 
108,900 Winneba o 
17,906 Woodfor P 
1970 1 1973 I 
1974 
37,947 36,500 35,600 
40,690 40,900 40,800 
33,538 31,700. 31,100 
36.653 40,000 39,500 
111,555 120,300 122,900 
104,389 114,lfjO 
125.010 
44,557 
.~ 124,90D 
45,500 
250,911 251,500 
38,986 40,300 
114,400 
125,200 
45,700 
249,300 
39,800 
13,302 13.300 13,100 
16,180 17,100 17,600 
13,889 13,700 13,600 
9,685 10,300 10,600 
17,294 17,300 17,100 
18,831 18,800 18,900 
30,260 30,600 30,500 
36,174 36,400 36,500 
13,263 13,300 13,000 
42,867 42,900 43,100 
195,318 
19,757 
15,509 
19.185 
3,857 
199,500 
20,200 
15,800 
12 ;;; 
* 
8,700 
5,300 
32,.200 
17,200 
164,600 
199,100 
20,100. 
15,600 
19,200 
4,300 
8,741 
5,007 
31,379 
16,829 
166,734 
8,800 
5,400 
32,000 
16,900 
162,700 
285,309 284,000 280,400 
25,721 26,600 26,300 
161,335 166,700 167,000 
8,135 8,000 7,900 
6,096 6,100 6,100 
22,589 22,900 22,900 
7,510 7,300 7,200 
48,861 48,400 47,700 
118,649 124,000 124,000 
16,071 16,300 16,000 
97,047 97,700 98,200 
12,841 13,000 13,600 
21,595 21,600 21,600 
13,780 14,600 14,500 
17,004 17,200 17,200 
17,312 16,600 16,400 
62,877 63,800 63,200 
247,825 273,800 279,800 
49,021 51,300 51,800 
246,623 244,200 243,800 
28,012 28,700 29,100 
A/ Counties may not add to State total due to rounding. 
Source: Population of Illinois counties as published by Illinois Department of Public Health. 
CLIMATE OF ILLINOIS 
Illinois lies midway between the Continental Divide and the Atlantic Ocean and some 500 miles north of the 
Gulf of Mexico. The climate is typically continental with cold winters, 
tious of temperature, humidity, cloudiness and wind direction. 
warm summers, and frequent short period fluctua- 
The excellent soil and well distributed annual precipitation 
of 32 to 48 inches favor a very high standard of agricultural production. 
Storm systems move through thestate most frequentlydurin 
mum of cloudiness during these seasons. Sunshine averages more than IO 4 
the winter and spring months, and cause a maxi- 
o of possible during the three summer months, and 
precipitation occurs mostly during short duration showers or thunderstorms. 
Illinois extends nearly 400 miles from north to south and winter temperatures show a contrast of approximately 
14oF in mean temperature. Temperatures reach zero or below on an average ofseven days annually in the extreme northand 
only one or less in the far south. The lowest temperature of record is -35oF at Mt. Carroll on January 22, 1930. 
The north-south mean temperature range in July is only about 6oF as both sunshine and temperature are more 
uniform. Temperatures reach 90oF or higher on an average of near 20 days annually in the north and about 50 days in the 
south and west-central. The highest temperature of record is 117oF at East St. Louis on July 14, 1954. 
latitude is the major factor in both temperature and precipitation with the northern counties averaging cooler 
and drier than the south. Distance from the Gulf of Mexico and lower air mass temperatures both tend to reduce precipitation 
in the north. Annual precipitation is approximately 14 times as great in the extreme south as in the extreme north, but most 
of the excess in the south fallsduring wmter andearly spring. Average totalprecipitation for December through March in the 
extreme southeast is about twice that in the extreme northwest. Precipitation during the warm season is more uniform and 
the annual average for April through September ranges from 21 to 24 inches throughout the State. 
Precipitation during fall, winter, and spring tends to fall uniformly over large areas. In contrast, summer 
precipitation occurs principally as brief showers or thunderstorms, affecting relatively small areas. This erratic occurrence 
of summer showers generally results in an uneven distribution. 
The annual average snowfallranges from near 30 inches in the extreme north to only 10 inches in the extreme 
south. The most like1 
as rain. Snowfalls of 9. 
form of winter precipitation in the north is snow. More than 90% of Cairo’s winter precipitation falls 
mch or more occur on an average of 10 to 12 days per year in the extreme north and decrease to 3 or 
4 in the far south. Snow cover of an inch or more averages about 50 days annually in the north and only about 15 in the south, 
Thunderstorms average about 3.5 to 50 annually, but most are quite harmless. On occasion they provide the . 
source for hail, damaging winds, and tornadoes. Hail falls on an average of two or three da 
B 
s 
but only about once every two years during periods when crops are most susceptible to 
annually in the same locality, 
stones of sufficient size or quantity to cause major crop damage. 
amage. Not all hailstorms have 
The mean freeze-free period ranges fromless than 155 days in the extreme north to more than 210days in the 
extreme south. The mean date of the last spring freeze ranges from April 5 in the extreme south, to May 5 in the extreme 
north. The mean date of the first fall freeze ranges from October 5 in the extreme northwest to October 25 in the extreme 
south. Most crop damaging freezes are radiational, that is, they occur under conditions of clear skies and light winds rather 
than through cold air invasion of the area. 
iWJ3ABILITY OF LAST SPRING FREEZE (32’F or lower) AFTER DATE SHOWN, BY DISTRICTS 
NW *NE W G E WSW ESE SW SE 
2 years in 4 Apr. 21 
I year in z(meandate) Apr. 30 
Apr. 19 Apr. 13 Apr. 16 Apr. 16 Apr. 10 Apr. 11 Apr. 2’ Apr. 3 
Apr. 28 Apr. 22 Apr. 25 Apr. 25 Apr. 19 Apr. 20 Apr. 11 Apr. 12 
I year in 4 May 9 May 7 May 1 May 4 Apr. 28 Apr. 29 
1. year in 10 May 17 May 15 May 9 May 12 May 6 May 7 
Apr. 20 Apr. 21 
Apr. 28 A r. 29 
I year in 20 May 22 May 20 May 14 May 17 May 17 May 11 May 12 May 3 J aY 4 
‘t.asr spring freeze averages approximately 10 days earlier in Cook Co. near Lake Michigan. 
PROBABILITY OF FIRST FALL FREEZE (32OF or lower) BEFORE DATE SHOWN. BY DISTRICTS . 
NW 1 #NE 1. w I C I E WSW ESE SW SE 
3 years in 4 Oct. 17 Oct. 18 Oct. 25 Oct. 26 Oct. 25 Oct. 28 Oct. 28 Nov. 3 Nov. 4 
1 year irr Z(menndate) Oct. 8 Oct. 9 Oct. 16 Oct. 17 Oct. 16 Oct. 19 Oct. 19 Oct. 25 Oct. 26 
1 year in 4 Sep. 29 Sep. 30 Oct. 7 Oct. 8 Oct. 7 Oct. ‘10 Oct. 10 Oct. 16 Oct. 17 
1 year in 15 Sep. 22 Sep. 23 Sep. 30 Oct. 1 Sep. 30 Oct. 3 Oct. 3 Oct. 9 Oct. 10 
1 year in 20 Sep. 17 Sep. 18 Sep. 25 Sep. 26 Sep. 2.5 Sep. 28 Sep. 28 Oct. 4 Oct. 5 
iliFirsr fall freeze averages approximately 10 days later in Cook Co. near Lake Michigan. 
Dates giveu are average for the district. Locations within the district having similar exposure usually agree within plus or 
minus five days. Crop damaging freezes are most often associated with radiation freezes. Under such conditions, clear skies 
and light winds, the temperature may var 
temperatures in a standard Weather Service her 
1OoF or more at adjacent ridge and valley locations. Tables are based on 
mometer shelter at an approximate height of five feet above ground. Under 
best radiational conditions the temperature will be lower at ground level. 
4 
ILLIN 01s 
AVERAGEWARM-SEASONPRECIPITATION 
(APRLTHRUSEPTEh4BER) 
22” 
w - NAT1 ONAL WEA 
ILLINOIS 
MEAN ANNUAL PREIPITATION. INCHES 
^...-*--^^ ,THER S:tKVlCE L6 
MONTHLY PRECIPITATION: Average number of inches and departures from long term means, Illinois, by crop reporting 
District NW I NE I 
districts, 19’74 
Month Rec. rep. Rec./ ~epJ 
W  I I I SE 
. . - f 
lJrec.( Dep. Prec.?Dep. Ret: Dep. PreJ!%ip. Prec%r, . . IPr ec. Dep. 
January 3.66 2.03 3.42 1.61 3.1 1.43 1.13 
t 
2.99 2.99 I.14 2.05 3.63 3.56 1.03 3.53 -51 3.65 -43 
-.08 2.04 .42 2.48 3.44 1.52 .72 2.80 .44 2.50 -.& 2.10 -.gg 
.46 3.79 1.08 3.23 .32 4.29 .89 4.56 .46 4.03 -.36 
-.46 3.57 -.67 3.56 -.57 3.97 -.Ol 4.49 .49 4 40 . .21 4.02 -.29 
3.20 7.81 3.83 7.24 3.27 7.12 2.95 6.48 2.21 8.26 3.84 5.32 .70 5.93 1.25 
3.07 5.83 1.73 6.18 1.29 7.67 3.39 6.23 2.09 4.65 .14 5.19 .65 3.20-1.12 4.35 .ll 
-.88 3.05-1.04 1.55-2.12 1.52-2.49 1.34-2.43 1.07~2.62 .gl -2.67 1.32-2.51 
-.76 3.99 1.09 5.86 2.57 5.68 2.69 6.12 2.47 7.35 3.99 
4.73 1.58 3.95 .53 4.42 1.28 
1.75-1.02 1.47 -1.38 1.91 -.85 
1.27 3.50 .97 2.73 -.43 3.58 .25 4.46 .97 
December 1.69 -.07 2.05 .12 2.29 .51 2.04 -.03 2.40 1.95 .31; -.07 2.46 -.23 2.16 -.88 3 22 . -.Og 
6.0842.65 5.3447.03 7.3141.70 -1.36 46.96 2.99 
ILLINOIS ILLINOIS 
AVERAGE DATE OF LAST SF?.ING FREEZE (32~ or below) AVERAGE DATE OF FIRST FALL FRXEZE (3’29 or below)- 
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FREEZE FREE SEASON IN AVERAGE NUMBER OF DAYS 
BETWEEN LAST FREEZE (32OF OR LOWER) IN 
SPRING AND FIRST SUCH OCCURRENCE IN FNLI, 
NATIONAL WEATER SERVICE 
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